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to visit his family, then in Connecticut; and happened to be in New Haven, where Lamb's artillery companies, under Lieutenant-Colonel Oswald, were then stationed, (the commander of the regiment being at Southington, twenty miles north of the city.) Here it was rumored that Tryon, ex-Governor of New York, was about to make a descent somewhere in the state.
Reports of an armament in the Sound, of formidable extent, had for several days, been rife; but the point at which the invasion would be made was uncertain. At length, it was ascertained that Tryon had landed near Norwalk, and it was apprehended that the depot at Danbury, was the object of attack.
As soon as Generals Wooster and Arnold, both residents of New Haven, had made their preparations to join General Silliman, who commanded the Militia in that quarter; and Arnold had ordered Lieutenant-Col. Oswald to march with as many companies of Lamb's regiment as were sufficiently filled, to the scene of action; Col Hughes, posted to Southington, where Colonel Lamb's family resided; well knowing that his old coadjutor, would participate in his desire to meet that mischievous functionary in the field, whose machinations in the sphere of his former government, they both had so much assisted to frustrate.
In this respect, he was not disappointed; Colonel Lamb was as eager for the encounter as himself; and they spurred with all haste to join in the affray. They arrived on the ground at the time when the last and most obstinate contest, that of Cornpo Hill, was raging.
Arnold, after having intercepted the retreat of the enemy on Norwalk; had pressed the British General so hard, that he had ordered the marines of the fleet, and reinforcements of troops; whose congregated numbers were nearly equal to the whole body of his assailants to his aid; and on the strong post of Compo, sustained himself until his fresh men could be marched to the front, and his worn out forces relieved.